Sparkling Still

A Quaker Curriculum

for First Day School or Home Use

For Children Ages 3-8



Sparkling Still

Is a resource that can help adults
" (including those without teaching experience)
®to have the confidence to work with a group of children
" to share high-quality children’s literature
»that demonstrates our Quaker faith and values and
" to have conversations with the children

We have discovered that older children respond well to this
format with stories that are of interest to them.
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Queries for Planning a Lesson

Lessons evolve out of a perceived need or spiritual
leading. It is important to be authentic in your teaching
ministry. Use these questions as a guide.

0 What are the children’s and your interests or
concerns?

0 What is the main concern of your meeting?

What topics scare you?
Because?

What topics are you uncomfortable teaching? (Bible,
Easter, etc.) If you can’t teach a topic authentically, find a
guest teacher who can.

https://quakerrecollaborative.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/Sparkling-Still-Queries-for-planning-
lessons2024.pdf




About Wondering Questions

e Wondering Questions are a way for children to
* re-visit a story and
* |learn about themselves and others.

 Wondering questions do not
e ask for facts about the story
* have answers that are right or wrong

 Wondering questions do
* ask about feelings and imaginings from our hearts
* have meaning to the child and to the story

Learn more about Wondering Questions

https://quakerrecollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Wondering-
Questions-FPT-Feb2021.pdf




Sample Lesson Plans

Several Sample Lesson plans are available at:

https://www.fgcquaker.org/fgcresources/spiritual/resources-
for-children/sparkling-still-the-book/how-to-use-sparkling-

still/




Blank Lesson Plan Form

This PDF form is available for download from
the FGC website here:
https://friendsgc.wpenginepowered.com/w
p-content/uploads/2022/01/Blank-Lesson-
Plan-Sparkling-Still-Template-6-9-2016.pdf

Notations in RED refer to pages in Sparkling
Still for expanded explanations.

Teachers often plan a specific activity to
complement the book. Sometimes, as is
used in the Godly Play method, children may
be given the option to sit quietly with a
variety of art materials to draw, paint or
construct something that expresses their
feelings or imagination with the story as the
jumping off point. This master lesson plan
accommodates both types of activities.



Sparkling Still Booklists Topics

This list is available at:
https://friendsgc.wpenginepowered.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/SparklingStillTestimoniesBooklists.pdf

Sense of Self

Family and Community
Natural World

Bible and Quakerism
Children and Worship
Celebrations

Coping with Hard Issues
Empowering Children
Quaker Testimonies
Websites for More Book Lists
Favorite Authors



Finding Sparkling Still Resources @FGC and QREC

https://www.fgcquaker.org/ https://quakerrecollaborative.org/




Finding and Choosing Books for FDS

Books go out of print
Books may not be available in your meeting or public library
New books are being published all the time

Publishers have recently made huge strides in providing inclusive/diverse
books

Evaluating books for relevance and suitability takes practice

Here are two documents that will help you locate and evaluate books for your use:

Considerations When Choosing and Using Books in First Day School by Gail Thomas
https://quakerrecollaborative.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/ChoosingFirstDayBooks.pdf

Choosing Books for First Day School:-Guidelines for Selecting Books by Sparklers
https://quakerrecollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Choosing-Books-
for-First-Day-School-552024.pdf




Sparkling Still LibraryThing Collection

Sparklers are always on the lookout for good books, and we subscribe to many
of the email lists that are mentioned in the previous links.

How do we keep track of all of them?

LibraryThing! http://www.librarything.com/catalog/SparklingStill

Instructions: https://quakerrecollaborative.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/SparklingStillLibraryThing Instructions2024.pdf




One more thing before we go....

If anyone has (or will be purchasing ) Sparkling Still through QuakerBooks

This is the Internet Age and things change!!

We have reviewed all of the links we put in the print document and have updated
them wherever possible. You can get the list of updated links here:

https://quakerrecollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Sparkling-Still-
published-links-Update-2024.pdf
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