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HOW TO TEACH CHILDREN ABOUT JESUS 

Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 19:14 

Introduction 

This Friendly Seed is the first in a series centered on teaching children about Jesus. This Seed 
describes a process for preparing and teaching any Bible story as well as two stories, Zacchaeus and 
the Good Samaritan, which were prepared by this process. This series is an effort to produce a single 
resource for Friends who want to concentrate on the New Testament with their children. A second 
volume, Teaching Children About Jesus, Part II, is also available. 

This Seed has six sections: 

I. Teaching children about Jesus - a process
II. The Story of the Samaritan - an example of a story prepared using the method described in I.

III. Zacchaeus - a second example
IV. Telling a Bible Story
V. A list of other stories and teachings of Jesus which are appropriate for children.

VI. A list of other resources for teaching about Jesus.

I. Teaching Children about Jesus - A Process

A. Planning

This planning process works best if at least two people work together. First choose the story or 
teaching of Jesus you wish to present. You may be teaching a series of stories or just one. If you 
want to teach more than one, tie them together in some way - for example, stories about the 
beginning of Jesus' ministry or about the value of sinners. 

Read the story carefully. Together discuss the story. What is important about it to you? What do 
you hope the children will learn from the story? Limit the number of ideas you try to teach. For 
very young children choose just one central idea on which to focus. 

From your discussion develop questions which lead from the story itself to the issues you wish to 
raise. Some of these questions will deal directly with the story; others will take the content of the 
story and move it into the children's own experience. See the stories of the Samaritan and 
Zacchaeus below for examples of questions. 

Finally, decide on an activity. This activity can be drama, art, song, writing, etc.; the only restriction 
is that it be age-appropriate and relevant to the story. See the stories of the Samaritan and 
Zacchaeus below for examples. 
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