
Young Friends and the 
Bolivian Water Crisis 



Bolivia is a country in South America
high in the Andes Mountains



Huayna Potosí is the 
mountain nearest La Paz, 
the highest capital city in 
the world.



For as long as anyone can 
remember, snow fell on  
the mountains each winter. 



In the spring the snow 
melted, filling the rivers and 
bringing water to the people, 
animals and plants below. 



But as the Earth grew 
warmer, less snow fell on 
the mountains.  

When rain came, it 
soaked right into the dry 
ground.  



Finally, in November 2016, 
there was so little snow on 
the mountains 

…and so little rainfall, 

that the rivers dried up.



All over La Paz, there was 
no water in the pipes for 
weeks.   

People had to line up  
with buckets to get water 
for drinking, cooking    
and washing. 



People and animals got 
sick from unclean water.  



Children came to the 
Friends International 
Bilingual Center in La Paz  
to learn what they could  
do about the water crisis.  



They learned about water 
and how much it is 
needed for life. 



Then they taught their 
neighbors and families 
about water and how      
to use it wisely.  



The Bolivian water crisis is 
happening because the 
Earth is getting warmer.  

If we all live simply and 
take care of the Earth, 
there will be enough 
water for everyone…

including Young Friends  
in La Paz.  




