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Activities to Pair with Books and Music 

For parents and adults:   

 

How to use this guide:  Please use these ideas in ways that work best for your children.  

The Concepts listed and Bible Readings are for grown-up background material… to support 

you.  Reading aloud the book together, or watching on YouTube, creates special experiences 

especially when the Wondering Questions are used.  Enjoy together! 

 

Age Level: 8-12 

 

Concepts: Creativity, Empowerment, Resilience  

 

Bible or Quaker wisdom:  Romans 12:6 ESV  

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 

proportion to our faith. 

The Book or Music:   

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer, illustrated by 

Elizabeth Zunon, Dial Publishing, 2012. When fourteen-year-old William Kamkwamba's 

Malawi village was hit by a drought, everyone's crops began to fail. Without enough money 

for food, let alone school, William spent his days in the library . . . and figured out how to 

bring electricity to his village. Persevering against the odds, William built a functioning 

windmill out of junkyard scraps, and thus became the local hero who harnessed the wind. 

Lyrically told and gloriously illustrated, this story will inspire many as it shows how - even 

in the worst of times - a great idea and a lot of hard work can still rock the world.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDXAf_p5FjU  book read aloud 

Also, Netflix version https://www.netflix.com/title/80200047 

 

Wondering Questions:  Wondering Questions give children an opportunity to reflect on 

the story, make it their own, and use their creative thinking.  Wondering Questions do not 

have right and wrong answers; they encourage imagination and deep reflection. 

 

I wonder what part of the story you like best? 

I wonder where you would put yourself in the story? 

I wonder what suggestions this story has for you and/or our family? 

 

Activities: Using Lego’s or other building blocks, even cardboard boxes… build something 

that is unique.  


