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QUERIES

What principles and guidelines would help to evaluate and cull the current
collection?**

What are some considerations when choosing books for the Meetinghouse
children’s library? **

Is there a list of children’s books every Meeting should have? **

What concerns of the Meeting would inform choices of children’s books?**
What about newer books that illustrate Quaker themes and practices?**
What ages are the children and youth in your Meeting?

What would make your books more accessible to children in the Meeting?

How can we make Quaker alighed book recommendations to parents and
grandparents?

How do you find Friends to manage the Meeting’s children’s library collection?



RESOURCES:

o Sparkling Still: A Quaker Curriculum for First Day School or Home
Use, ages 3-8, Sparklers working group, FGC

s Sparkling Still Library Thing, an online annotated children’s book
catalog

»* Choosing Books for First Day School: Guidelines for Selecting
Books, by Erika Mittag, Sally Farneth and Susan Hopkins.

% 33 Multicultural Children’s Books about Peace, Colours of Us

** Books and Music to Celebrate Earth Day, Anne Collins, Sally
Farneth, Susan Hopkins, Erika Mittag

% Immigration Booklist from Social Justice Books (Teaching for
Change)

»» Brightly: Raise Kids Who Love to Read Book Lists



https://quakerrecollaborative.org/resource/sparkling-still
https://quakerrecollaborative.org/resource/sparkling-still
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/SparklingStill
https://quakerrecollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Choosing-Books-for-First-Day-School-SS2024.pdf
https://quakerrecollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Choosing-Books-for-First-Day-School-SS2024.pdf
https://quakerrecollaborative.org/resource/33-multicultural-books-about-peace
https://quakerrecollaborative.org/resource/books-music-celebrate-earth-day
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/immigration/
https://www.readbrightly.com/
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https://bit.ly/3Shn3XO
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Michael Gibson, former RE Coordinator for FGC, compiled a list of 7 children’s Bibles then
available (2009) at QuakerBooks. Some are out-of-print, but others are available or have been
reprinted. We especially draw your attention to the method by which Michael evaluated these
Bibles as an example of how to look at children’s Bibles in general.  https://bit.ly/45lacv8



https://bit.ly/45lacv8

New Books of Bible Stories
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These more recent Bible storybooks, have been recommended
by Melinda Wenner-Bradley, former Youth Religious Life
Coordinator for Philadelphia YM. A list with details on each
book and more is available https://bit.ly/430QfPPZ



https://bit.ly/43QfPPZ

Bibles for Teens and Young Adults / Bible Reference Books
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Melinda Wenner-Bradley also recommended these
Bible translations for teens and young adults.

These reference books were used by Sally Farneth
who found them useful with middle-graders who
wanted to know more.




Quaker Testimonies - Example titles

Simplicity
Roxaboxen
Thee Hannah

Peace
The Knight and the Dragon
The Peace Book (Todd Parr)

Integrity / Honesty
Adventures of Obadiah
Old Turtle and the Broken Truth

Community
Swimmy
Stone Soup (by Muth)
Frederick

Equality
' A Story of Ruby Bridges
The Other Side

Stewardship
Miss Rumphius
The Lorax
Thy Friend Obadiah

& -

MWB list here: https://bit.ly/3FduGLU

Sparkling Still LibraryThing Testimony (T) tags
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https://bit.ly/3FduGLU
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/SparklingStill

Topics of Concern to Your Meeting S~ ==,
Sparkling
Still

A Quaker Curriculum
for First Day School
or Home Use for

Children Ages 3-8

Examples:
Immigration (Social Justice List)
Grief/Death & Dying (List shared to M\WB)
Native American concerns (Salem Quarter, P'YM)
Black History Month (MWB List)
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QUBLEMAKERS Hard Issues (HI) tags on Sparkling Still LibraryThing
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https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/immigration/
https://bit.ly/4j7dFRg
https://bit.ly/3SG1O1S
https://bit.ly/4ji8kac
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/SparklingStill







Do you already have a collection of books?
How much space do you have to house / display books

Is there someone who can take ownership of the book collection to
determine where / how it will be kept/organized,

Do you anticipate families taking the books home and returning them or will
they just be used at the meeting house?

**Suggestion: Have an adult forum or meeting of parents and FDS teachers
to discuss what your meeting would like its children to know about the Bible
—which stories speak to them, how to describe what the Bible is, etc.

Resources at PhYM: https://www.pym.org/resources/k-12-religious-
education-curricula-1987-2009/ Curriculum on Old Testament for Q kids
and others



https://www.pym.org/resources/k-12-religious-education-curricula-1987-2009/
https://www.pym.org/resources/k-12-religious-education-curricula-1987-2009/
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